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TAGS: PDEV, UN, XF, UN 

SUBJECT: 63RD SESSION OP ECOSOC: PLO MEMBERSHIP IN ECWA 

REF: A. STATE 149837 B. STATE 148786 

1. POINTS RAISED IN REPTEL (B) WERE DELIVERED TO MFA 
IN PORM OP AIDE MEMOIRE JULY 1 . 

2. AS ANTICIPATED, DIRECTOR GENERAL RECEIVING AIDE 
MEMOIRE COMMENTED THAT BANGLADESHI SUPPORT TO U.S. 

MOVE WOULD BE DIPPICULT AND UNLIKELY. HE NOTED THAT AS 
NATION IN WHICH OVERWHELMING MAJORITY WAS MUSLIM, 

BANGLADESH WOULD FOLLOW ARAB CONSENSUS ON ALMOST ANY 
ISSUE DEALING WITH MIDDLE EAST. AS DEPARTMENT IS 

AWARE, BANGLADESH RECENTLY REMOVED "SECULARISM" AS ONE 
OP STATE GOALS IN CONSTITUTION AND DID SO BOTH TO IMPRESS 
ON ISLAMIC AID DONORS THAT BANGLADESH BELONGED TO ISLAMIC 
GROUP AND POR DOMESTIC POLITICAL REASONS. 

3. IT SEEMS, THEREPORE, UNLIKELY THAT SUPPORT WILL BE 
RECEIVED PROM BANGLADESH DELEGATION AND THAT IT WILL 
POLLOW THE ISLAMIC ON THIS ISSUE. 
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